






CSI: Fingerprint IdentifcationState Crime Lab
Fingerprint Ridge Characteristics

Ridges are essential to fingerprint pattern identification. Three basic ridge types form recognizable 
patterns and create a frame of reference when making comparisons.

To compare the fingerprint you gathered against the four suspect samples, look for ridge pattern 
matches. To get a better look at the ridge detail, use a magnifying glass. A camera phone or  
photocopier may work well in place of a magnifying glass.

The classification and identification of fingerprints is a science covered in depth online and in many 
books. For more info about identifying fingerprints, visit mommymurdered.com/resources
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